
The art popped, the 
libations flowed and the 
entertainment struck a 
chord as South Florida’s 
movers and shakers con-

tinued to 
“change 
lives and 
create 
leaders” 
at Break-
through 
Miami’s 
second 
annual 

Support-A-Scholar Cel-
ebration. Breakthrough 
Miami is an eight-year, 
tuition-free academic 
enrichment program 
that provides motivated 
middle-school students 
from underserved com-
munities with the tools 
they need to reach their 
goals in this world. This 
award-winning program 
serves 1,000 talented 
students who participate 
in enrichment activities on 
five independent school 
sites: Ransom Everglades, 
Miami Country Day 
School, Carrollton School 
of the Sacred Heart, 
Palmer Trinity School and 
University of Miami.

Benefactors from the 
schools turned out in 
full force for an evening 
under the stars at the 
popular hot spot Wyn-
wood Walls to indulge in 
fine fare and drinks galore 
provided by Wynwood 
Kitchen and Bar, Sushi 
Maki and Bacardi. The live 
entertainment reigned 
supreme when Judge 
Marilyn Milian introduced 

three impactful perfor-
mances by Breakthrough 
Miami Scholars and 
Teaching fellows. Through 
song and emotion, the 
more than 500 patrons 
couldn’t help but be 
touched by the presenta-
tions. I would be remiss if 
I did not mention the out-
of-this-world art exhibition 
including the master-
pieces created by Break-
through Scholars and 
artists Brandon Opalka, 
Santiago Rubino, Ryan the 
Wheelbarrow and Marcie 
Ziv. Art fans bid away on 
the collaborative art. Art 
collectors Rosa and Carlos 
de la Cruz donated an art 
piece from their private 
collection for the auction 
as well. 

Generous philan-
thropist who funded an 
annual scholarship strolled 
around the event with 
glowing neon necklaces, 

which definitely prompted 
others to join in and 
take action. Supporters, 
the organization’s board 
members and attendees 
including Julianne and 
Derek McDowell, Jennifer 
and Matt Buttrick, Matt 
and Cornelia Nixdorf, Kris-
tin Munroe, Kristin Dolan, 
Dougan and Martha 
Clarke Blair Sonville, Laura 
Payne, Allison Langer, 
Galia Pennekamp, Marilyn 
Milian, Kim and Tom 
Wood, HEAT coach Erik 
Spoelstra and Nikki Sapp, 
Erik and Ethel Fresen, 
Jessica Goldman Sreb-
nick and Scott Srebnick, 
Jeff Miller and Melissa 
Krinzman, Judge Marilyn 
Milian and John Schlesing-
er, Andy and Tanya Ansin, 
Ben and Eilah Beavers, 
Laura and Dan Koffsky, 
Jay and Perri Pollak, Dan 
and Tina Carlo, Jeff and 
Charlotte Hicks, John and 
Kendra Malloy, Chad and 
Brooke Perlyn, Mario and 
Lourdes de Armas, Niko 
and Shelly Dimitnjevic, 
Steve and Colleen Schiff, 
Kevin and Kim Smith, Gary 
and Peggy Butts, Dougan 
and Martha Clarke, John 
and Roxanne Davies, Pen-
ny and Mike Townsend, 
Meg and Nick Valls, Kobi 
and Nancy Karp, Raphael 
Bastian and James Boink, 
Louis and Ofe Chiavacci, 
Chris and Kolleen Cobb, 
Jimmy and Ashley Cusack, 
Flip and Leigh Gassman, 
Elissa Vanaver, Sara Herald 
and numerous others truly 
have made a difference 
in the lives of so many 
young, inspired students. 
Congrats on a super suc-
cessful affair.

KUDOS
The National Football 

League (NFL), the His-
panic Heritage Founda-

tion (HHF) and the Miami 
Dolphins awarded Jorge 
A. Plasencia, cofounder, 
chairman and CEO of 
República — a leading, 
independent, cross-
cultural advertising, digital 
and communications 
agency — the prestigious 
2014 NFL Hispanic Heri-
tage Leadership Award. 
Plasencia was selected 
for his lifelong dedication 
to community, especially 
for having cofounded the 
charitable organization 
Amigos For Kids in 1991. 
The award was presented 
during a pre-game cer-
emony at the Kansas City 
Chiefs vs. Miami Dolphins 
game at Sun Life Stadium.

“I am humbled to 
receive this recognition 
from the NFL, Hispanic 
Heritage Foundation and 
the Miami Dolphins, which 
I dedicate to each and ev-
ery child we have had the 
privilege to serve at Ami-
gos For Kids these past 23 
years,” said Plasencia. 

The NFL Hispanic Heri-

tage Leadership Awards 
recognize the contribu-
tions of Hispanic leaders. 

ELLE DÉCOR 
CELEBRATES  
25 YEARS 

The Related Group 
and Terra Group hosted 
Elle Décor’s latest book 
launch at their luxurious 
joint project, Park Grove, 
the last of the residen-
tial towers planned for 
Coconut Grove. The 
book, titled The Height of 
Style, follows the maga-
zine’s 25th anniversary 
and features more than 
220 of the world’s chicest 
rooms, many of which 
have Miami ties, including 
film director Michael Bay’s 
Miami apartment; interiors 
by William Sofield and a 
handful of other design-
ers with projects and 
private residences in the 
Miami/Palm Beach area. 
Hundreds gathered at the 
sales gallery and received 
signed copies of the 
book, which were distrib-

uted with drinks and light 
bites by A Touch of Class.

ART PARTY FOR 
THE CHILDREN

Hospital celebrity 
ambassadors, world-re-
nowned artist Romero 
Britto and Sports Illus-
trated supermodel Nina 
Agdal hosted a special 
paint party with the chil-
dren of Miami Children’s 
Hospital to create a work 
of art for its Together For 
The Children, The Cam-
paign for Miami Children’s 
Hospital. The campaign, 
which is on track to fund-
raise $150 million by 2017, 
also counts on the sup-
port of superstar Armando 
“Pitbull” Perez as a celeb-
rity ambassador. A select 
group of children had the 
opportunity to paint with 
Britto as he created an 
exclusive work of art. 

STEPH SEZ: If you want 
your social item in my col-
umn, please email me at 
stephsez@hotmail.com.

Breakthrough Miami hosts second annual Support-A-Scholar Celebration
More than 600 guests 

attended the spectacular 
fifth anniversary celebra-
tion of BeLive at The Ritz-

Carlton 
South 
Beach. 
BeLive is 
a yearly 
event that 
raises 
much 
needed 
funds and 
aware-

ness for four Colombian 
nonprofit organizations 
based in the United 
States: Give to Colombia, 
Fórmula Sonrisas, Genesis 
Foundation and ArtNexus 
Foundation. 

A string quartet cour-
tesy of the students from 
the Philharmonic Acade-
my in Medellín, Colombia, 
greeted guests as many 
treated themselves to a 
signature drink created by 
Food Network star Ingrid 
Hoffmann.  Luminaries 
and celebs including style 
icon and the evening’s 
event chair Lauren Santo 
Domingo; Emmy and 
Golden Globe nominated 
actress and the evening’s 
co-chair Sofía Vergara; 
NASCAR drivers Danica 
Patrick, Jimmie Johnson 
and Brian Vickers; owners 
of Earnhardt Ganassi Rac-
ing Team Felix Sabates 
and Chip Ganassi; Latin 
Grammy Award winner 
Fonseca and many more 
sashayed down the Pepsi 
blue carpet. Partygoers 
bid on silent auction items 
such as the incredible, 
one-of-a-kind Mochilas of 
the 2011 Mochila Wa-
yuu Project,  which were 
reworked by some of the 
world’s most prominent 
fashion designers, includ-
ing Missoni, Christian 
Dior, Yves Saint Laurent, 
Givenchy, Herve Leger, 
Carolina Herrera, Diane 
Von Furstenberg, Jean 
Paul Gaultier and the list 
goes on. These incred-
ible masterpieces were all 
hung in a custom-created 
design by Pablo Lapetina 
reflecting a piece of Co-
lombia in Miami. 

After a breathtak-
ing fashion show by The 
Webster showcasing the 
2012 Yves Saint Laurent 
Collection, partygoers 
feasted on a succulent 
dinner, then were treated 
by a high energy concert 
performance by Fonseca, 
who had revelers on their 
feet jamming away. 

CELEBRATE BRAZIL
That famous blue box 

keeps us intrigued. What 
is in it? Exquisite bling, 
sterling silver or fab en-
graved crystal? Whatever 
to-die-for gift it is, just 
receiving it in that box, 
you know it is going to be 
spectacular.

Speaking of spectacu-
lar, Tiffany & Co., along 
with the Sagamore Hotel 
Miami, hosted its inau-
gural “Celebrate Brazil” 
event where guests from 
all over the world came 
together to enjoy a night 
filled of fun and salute the 
Brazilian culture. Tiffany 
& Co. Bal Harbour store 
Director Debra Koch and 
Vice President of Latin 
America for Tiffany & Co. 
Luciano Rodembusch 
welcomed attendees 
and introduced Phillipe 
Houdard, who spoke 
about the Developing 
Minds Foundation, which 
assists several under-
privileged areas of Brazil. 
Brazilian native, runway 
model and TV personality 

Ana Carolina da Fonseca 
presented designs by 
Ozcar G. and gorgeous 
pieces from various Tiffany 
& Co. collections in an 
intimate fashion show.  

34 YEARS OF 
CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCES

Founder Mike High-
tower, founder and 
President Shirley Ander-
son, platinum founder and 
Finance Chairman Joseph 
Armaly, platinum founder 
Isabel May, founder Jer-
ry Potashnick, founder 
Dr. Ronald Cantwell and 
platinum founder and 
Board Chairman Peggy 
Armaly celebrated Chil-
dren’s Resources’ 34 years 
of providing programs 
and services to children 
with special needs, at a 
fabulous soirée at the 
Hotel InterContinental. 
Set the date for their an-
nual themed musical gala 
“Shake It Up – It’s a Hol-

lywood, Broadway Kind of 
Thing” at the Eden Roc 
Hotel on March 31, 2012. 
This is a musical gala not 
to be missed.

RUNWAY 
FOR A CAUSE

Bal Harbour Shops, 
one of the most luxurious 
shopping experiences in 
the United States, and 
Project: New Born hosted 
a gala evening to “Cel-
ebrate the Generations” 
at the Intercontinental 
Miami. Three generations 
of Project: New Born’s 
supporters were recog-
nized for their longstand-
ing dedication to the suc-
cess of the unit, including 
the evening’s proceeds, 
which were donated to 
The Schatzi Kassal Project: 
New Born Neonatal Inten-
sive Care Unit. 

The highlight of the 
event was the absolutely 
sensational 2012 Resort 
runway show by Oscar 

de la Renta. Out of this 
world!  A fashion-forward 
audience flocked to the 
Grand Ballroom to get an 
amazing preview. Yes, the 
numerous fashionistas wit-
nessed the new Picasso-
inspired collection. Perfect 
for our backyard, de la 
Renta, in true Spanish 
style, showcased the col-
lection’s matador jackets, 
high-waist, narrow-cut 
pants, and pompom trim 
flamenco hats. Love it!

Notables bid on a slew 
of the most-sought-after 
fashion items while they 
indulged in an evening 
not to be forgotten.
                              
TEDXYOUTH DAY  

Twenty-one hand-
picked students from 
public and private schools 
around Miami-Dade 
presented “Ideas Worth 
Sharing” at Miami’s in-
augural TEDx Youth Day 
celebration to honor Uni-
versal Children’s Day.  In 

a speaker’s forum format, 
local students, ages 8 to 
23, told their own amazing 
personal stories of resolve, 
struggle and ultimately in-
spiration.  TEDxYouth Day 
is a joint effort between 
leaders at the Cushman 
School and educators 
around Miami-Dade.  

Amazing stories 
included a16-year-old 
poet’s mission to em-
power disadvantaged and 
at-risk children through 
poetry, an 8 year old who 
was born at only two 
pounds and now goes to 
the NICU and talks with 
parents who are strug-
gling with questions about 
their children’s future, 
and a 12 year old who is 
getting his pilot’s license 
and talks about how the 
importance of math and 
science skills will let him 
someday see the world 
first hand.  He already flies 
and lands planes. What an 
inspiration!

SHORT FILM DEBUTS 
TO SOLD-OUT CROWD

Mark Sinnreich, MD, 
with his son, South Florida 
native and Los Angeles-
based Matt Sinnreich, as 
he debuted his new short 
film, Trigger, to a sold-
out crowd at the Colony 
Theater on Lincoln Road. 
At the premiere, Sinn-
reich, who wrote, directed 

and produced the film, an-
nounced his next project, 
Sins of South Beach, a 
major motion picture 
based on the acclaimed 
novel Sins of South Beach 
by former Miami Beach 
Mayor Alex Doud. 

Sinnreich, who nota-
bly donated 100 percent 
of proceeds from ticket 
sales to the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of Southern 
Florida and Angels of East 
Africa,  was also presented 
with several awards and 
accolades by both the city 
of Miami Beach and the 
State of Florida. 

TALK OF THE TOWN 
Who doesn’t love a 

party? It was time to party 
to the top, the rooftop, 
that is. From fine fare to 
fashion, hundreds turned 
out for SoMi Talk of the 
Town to benefit the Parks 
Foundation of Miami-
Dade and the Million 
Trees Miami Project. Pa-
trons witnessed a fashion 
extravaganza by local 
boutiques who competed 
for awards for their de-
signs. Supporters reveled 
in live music by popular 
local bands the Mojo 
Scoundrels, Cat Shell and 
the Vibe.

Steph Sez: If you want 
your society item in Steph 
Sez, please e-m ail her at 
stephsez@hotmail.com.

BeLive celebrates fifth anniversary at The Ritz-Carlton South Beach
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Francine Birbragher, President of ArtNexus Foundation; Angela Maria Tafur, Execu-
tive Director of Give to Colombia; BeLive 2011 chair and fashion legend Lauren 
Santo Domingo; Emmy and Golden Globe nominated actress and BeLive’s 2011 co-
chair Sofía Vergara; Cristina Gutiérrez, Executive Director of Genesis Foundation; 
and Connie Freydell-Montoya, President of Fórmula Sonrisas. 

Tiffany & Co. store Director Debra Koch, VP of Latin 
America for Tiffany & Co. Luciano Rodembusch and 
host Ana Carolina da Fonseca at the Sagamore Hotel.

Randy, Gigi and Katie Whitman and Kristin and Mat-
thew Lazenby at the Project: New Born dinner dance.

Mark Sinnreich with son 
Matt.

JEFF SCHWEIGER

Jack Glottmann, Dylan Glottmann, Barrington Irving, 
Ami Glottmann and Youth Day speaker and seventh 
grade Ransom Everglades student Joshua Glottmann at 
the TEDx Youth Day event.  

Founder Mike Hightower, founder and President Shirley Anderson, platinum found-
er and Finance Chairman Joseph Armaly, platinum founder Isabel May, founder Jerry 
Potashnick, founder Dr. Ronald Cantwell and platinum founder and Board Chairman 
Peggy Armaly celebrated Children’s Resources’ 34 years.

STEPH SEZ SCOOP

Zoo Miami’s very own 
Ron Magill served as mas-
ter of ceremonies for the 
rooftop affair.

HENRY PEREZ PHOTOGRAPHY

Raleigh’s Director of Operations Richard Cotter, Tatjana Labato, Uberto Gucci, 
Miami Beach Mayor Matti Bower, artist Noel and Commissioner Michael Gongora 
at the opening of La Collaborazione between Noel and Uberto Gucci. 

Lucky Strikes South 
Beach’s Paul Schlosser 

with Tracey and 
Alonzo Mourning 

at the “Fun” Raiser 
Bowling Event to ben-

efit the Honey Shine 
Mentoring Program. 
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STEPH SEZ SCOOP

Kim Smith, Ransom Everglades Head of School Penny 
Townsend and Kevin Smith at Breakthrough Miami’s 
Support-A-Scholar Celebration at Wynwood Walls.

Supermodel Nina Agdal and famous artist Romero 
Britto at a children’s paint party at Miami Children’s 
Hospital.

COURTESY OF THE MIAMI DOLPHINS

Jorge A. Plasencia, cofounder, chairman 
and CEO of República, with Claudia 
Lezcano, SVP and CMO of the Miami 
Dolphins, as he received the 2014 NFL 
Hispanic Heritage Leadership Award at 
Sun Life Stadium.

Rick and Monica Shatz, Eric and Jocelyn Woolworth, and Steve and Colleen Schiff 
celebrated at Breakthrough Miami’s Support-A-Scholar Celebration.

Michael Boodro, Editor-in-Chief of Elle 
Décor, and David Martin, President and 
cofounder of Terra Group, as Elle Décor 
celebrates 25 years and new book 
launch at the Park Grove sales gallery. 

Zurami Pascual, 
Ophir Stern-
berg, Sonia 

Jacobson, Alli-
son Greenfield, 

Mari Secada 
and Ricardo 

Dunin at Dress 
for Success 

Miami 20th an-
niversary gala 
kickoff at The 

Ritz-Carlton 
Residences, 

Miami Beach.
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Alexandra 
Marnier 

Lapostolle 
and Cyril 

de Bournet 
Marnier at 
Seasalt & 

Pepper.
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Ashley Turchin, Lauren Gnazzo, Alina de la Vega MacLean, Tatiana Car-
taya and Alicia Halegua at INTERMIX Lincoln Road opening event. 

Alicia Cervera, 
David Polin-
sky, Bradley 
Carlson, 
Andrew Lena-
han and Gingi 
Beltran at 250 
Wynwood 
groundbreak-
ing celebra-
tion. 
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